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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: Method and system for providing narrative information 
to a traveler. The proposed title reflects on the method and apparatus claims in the invention. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 13 objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 13, line 3, the examiner suggests that "the database" be changed to —a database- 
for clarity. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-14, 17, 18, 21, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Wako (6484094). 

Regarding claim 1, Wako (figs. IB to figs.3) discloses a method of communicating 
narrative information (i.e. distance and direction, col. 4, lines 14-19; also see applicant's 
specification, page 5, lines 24-27) to a traveler moving through a geographic region(col. 1, lines 
15-37), said method comprising: 

(1) associating each of a plurality of narrations (i.e. distance and direction, name, address, 
phone number, etc col. 4, lines 14-19; also see applicant's specification, page 5, lines 24-27) with 
each of a plurality of locations (destinations, such as Japanese restaurants; col. 4, lines 3-10, lines 
31-42) within the geographic region, wherein each of the plurality of narrations (distance and 
direction, col. 4, lines 14-19) relate to each of a plurality of points of interest (col. 4, lines 3-10, 
lines 31-42) within the geographic region; 

(2) associating each of a plurality of alerts (i.e. distance and direction, name, address, 
phone number, etc col. 4, lines 14-19; also see applicant's specification, page 5, lines 24-27) with 
each of the plurality of locations (destinations, such as Japanese restaurants; col. 4, lines 3-10, 
lines 31-42) within the geographic region; 
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(3) communicating alerts (i.e. distance, direction, name, address, phone number, etc col. 
4, lines 14-19; figs. IB, 3G; also see applicant's specification, page 5, lines 24-27) to the traveler 
as the traveler freely moves throughout the geographic region, wherein the alerts are 
communicated when the traveler moves (fig. IB, col. 2, lines 16-38) within a specified proximity 
(see distance from current vehicle position specified by driver choosing the sort by distance 
option; col. 4, lines 3-10; fog. 3E, fig. IB) to the locations associated with the alerts, and wherein 
the alerts (i.e. distance, direction, name, address, phone number, etc col. 4, lines 14-19; figs. IB, 
3G; also see applicant's specification, page 5, lines 24-27) advise the traveler with respect to the 
general nature (i.e. distance, direction, name, address, phone number, etc col. 4, lines 14-19) of 
the point of interest associated with the location; 

(4) providing the traveler with the option of obtaining directions (fig. IB; col. 4, lines 20- 
31; col. 2, lines 15-38) to the location associated with the point of interest; and 

(5) providing the traveler with the option of hearing (i.e. by voice; col. 2, lines 28-34) the 
narration associated with the point of interest associated with the location. 

Regarding claim 2, Wako discloses the method as specified in claim 1, wherein the 
specified proximity to the locations associated with the alerts is provided by the traveler (see sort 
by distance; col. 4, lines 3-10; col. 3, lines 61-65. Note that the user selects the sort by distance 
option before the alerts such as distance from the vehicle position, etc are communicated to the 
user through the user's system). 

Regarding claim 3, Wako discloses the method as specified in claim 1, wherein the 
method further comprises showing the traveler the direction to specific points of interest within 
the geographic region. 
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3G; also see applicant's specification, page 5, lines 24-27) advise the traveler with respect to the 
general nature (i.e. distance, direction, name, address, phone number, etc col. 4, lines 14-19) of 
the point of interest associated with the location; 

a means for providing the traveler with the option of obtaining directions (fig. IB; col. 4, 
lines 20-31; col. 2, lines 15-38) to the location associated with the point of interest; and 

a means for providing the traveler with the option of hearing (i.e. by voice; col. 2, lines 
28-34) the narration associated with the point of interest associated with the location. 

Regarding claim 6, Wako (figs. IB to figs.3) discloses the navigation system as specified 
in claim 5 wherein the position determining device is a global positioning system (GPS; col. 1, 
lines 25-37); 

Regarding claim 7, Wako (figs. IB to figs.3) discloses the method as specified in claim 1 
wherein said alerts and said narrations are free of commercial advertisements (Note that Wako 
did not mention any adds, therefore his system does not include adds). 

Regarding claim 8, Wako (figs. IB to figs.3) discloses the method as specified in claim 4 
wherein the points of interest are organized from closest to furthest from the location of the 
traveler (col. 4, lines 3-6). 

Regarding claim 9, Wako (figs. IB to figs.3) discloses the method as specified in claim 1 
which further comprises identifying a point of interest based upon its bearing (col. 1, lines 25-28. 
Note that the bearing of any direction in which the vehicle points is provided to the driver; col. 4, 
lines 16-20) to the location of the traveler. 
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Regarding claim 10, Wako (figs. IB to figs.3) discloses the method as specified in claim 

9 wherein the bearing of the point of interest to the traveler is inputted to determine the identity 
of the point of interest. 

Regarding claim 11, Wako (figs. IB to figs.3) discloses the method as specified in claim 

10 wherein the bearing of the point of interest to the traveler is inputted by pointing a navigation 
unit at the point of interest (i.e. as understood in the art, as the vehicle turns, the bearing sensor 
senses the bearing of the car and the results are inputted on the display). 

Regarding claim 12, Wako (figs. IB to figs.3) discloses the method as specified in claim 
9 which further comprises providing the traveler with the option of hearing the narration 
associated with the identified point of interest. 

Regarding claim 13, Wako (fig. IB) discloses the method as specified in claim 3 which 
further provides a narrative description of sub-points of interest (sub point of interest are regions 
close to the destination or point of interest the user is visiting, wherein a description of the sub 
point of interest is given to the driver as the driver approaches the destination or point of interest. 
See for example, prairie avenue, next turn, intersection, etc; fig. 1 which is about 0.8 miles from 
the user position and is a few miles from the main point of interest; col. see fig. IB), wherein the 
sub-points of interest (such as intersection, col. 1, lines 55 to col. 2, lines 1-3) have alerts which 
are activated by coming within a radius of proximity which is preset in a database (col. 1, lines 
15-24, lines 55 to col. 2, lines 1-3) rather than being user defined (as indicated in the 
specification page 14, the examiner understands that sub points of interest are areas near 
destination or point of interest toward which the user is heading to, which sub point of interest is 
stored in a data base and is not defined by the user). 
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Regarding claim 14, Wako discloses the method as specified in claim 13 wherein the 
radius of proximity is less than about 500 yards (within a predetermined distance such as 0.8 
miles implies less than 500 yards; fig. IB; col. 1, lines 55 to col. 2, lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 17, Wako (figs. 3F&G) discloses the method as specified in claim 1 
wherein the traveler modifies (see figs. 3 A-3G where a user can cancel already selected locations 
by going back to a previous screen and modifying a selection, see for example going backwards 
using the cancel arrow from screen 3G to 3f to 3E, etc and modifying the selection as desired on 
the drop down menu) the locations within the geographic region which are associated with alerts. 

Regarding claim 18, Wako discloses the method as specified in claim 17 wherein the 
traveler modifies the locations (see figs. 3A-3G where a user can cancel already selected 
locations by going back to a previous screen and modifying a selection, see for example going 
backwards using the cancel arrow from screen 3G to 3f to 3E, etc and modifying the selection as 
desired on the drop down menu) within the geographic region which are associated with alerts on 
the basis of the categorization of the points of interest associated with the locations. 

Regarding claim 21, Wako discloses the method as specified in claim 1 wherein multiple 
locations are associated with a single point of interest (i.e. two restaurants with the same name 
"single point of interest" located at different places "multiple locations"; col. 4, lines 7-10) 

Regarding claim 22, Wako discloses the method as specified in claim 1 wherein only one 
alert is communicated to the traveler within a predetermined unit of time in the case of alerts that 
are associated with a single point of interest that is associated with multiple locations (col. 4, 
lines 7-19. That is, when restaurants having the same name are located at different distances 
from the vehicle or user, the user will select one of the restaurants and an alert "i.e. distance, 
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direction, phone number, time to reach, name, etc" associated with that particular selected 
restaurant will be communicated to the user). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 15, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wako in 
view of Chowdhary (6282496) 

Regarding claim 15, Wako discloses the method as specified in claim 10 wherein the 
bearing of the point of interest to the traveler is inputted by pointing a directional indicator (fig. 
IB, i.e. as the user or vehicle turns or points in any direction, the bearing sensor "col. 1, lines 25- 
29" inputs -on the screen or display- the bearing of the vehicle relative to any direction to which 
the vehicle is pointing) at the point of interest. On the other hand Wako did not mention a 
magnetic compass. However, Chowdhary teaches of a vehicle navigation system wherein the 
directional indicator includes a magnetic compass 216 (col. 8, lines 16-18), wherein the direction 
indicator gives a bearing of the vehicle relative to any direction the vehicle is pointing at. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of navigation to 
modify the Wako device as taught by Chowdhary (abstract) for the purpose of removing errors in 
heading or bearing determination during vehicle guidance. 
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Regarding claim 16, Wako discloses the method as specified in claim 9 wherein the 
bearing of the point of interest relative to the location of the traveler is determined (fig. IB, i.e. 
as the user or vehicle turns or points in any direction, the bearing sensor "col. 1, lines 25-29" 
inputs -on the screen or display- the bearing of the vehicle relative to any direction to which the 
vehicle is pointing). On the other hand Wako did not mention a magnetic compass. However, 
Chowdhary teaches of a vehicle navigation system wherein the directional indicator includes a 
magnetic compass 216 (col. 8, lines 16-18), wherein the direction indicator gives a bearing of the 
vehicle relative to any direction to which the vehicle is pointing. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of navigation to 
modify the Wako device as taught by Chowdhary (abstract) for the purpose of removing errors in 
heading or bearing determination during vehicle guidance. 

8. Claims 19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wako in 
view of Delorme et al (US 2003/0182052). 

Regarding claim 19, Wako discloses the method as specified in claim 1, but did not 
mention video. However, DeLorme et al teach (abstract; sections 0002, 0048, 0049, 0096) of a 
navigation method wherein a traveler is further provided with an option of seeing a video 
message, which further describes a point of interest. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of navigation to 
modify the Wako device as taught by DeLorme for the purpose of integrating navigation 
information with video.. 
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Regarding claim 20, Wako discloses the method as specified in claim 19, but did not 
mention video. However, DeLorme et al teach (abstract; sections 0002, 0048, 0049, 0096) of a 
navigation method wherein a video message is a motion picture. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of navigation to 
modify the Wako device as taught by DeLorme for the purpose of integrating navigation 
information with video. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following: 5627547, 6374180, 6542814, 2003/0036848, and 6587787 all 
disclose navigation. 

Communication 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronnie Mancho whose telephone number is 703-305-6318. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs; 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Black can be reached on 703-305-9707. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ronnie Mancho 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3663 



Feb. 28, 2004 



